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The Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research express deep condolence to everyone who
was affected by the tragedy in New York and Washington D.C. on September 11, 2001, and calls for
countering terrorism in all of its manifestations and for efforts to solve the problems that make it so
widespread.
The world changed all of a sudden on September 11, when thousands of innocent people died in New
York and Washington D.C. as a result of the terrorist attacks. Never before an act of terrorism caused
such a deep shock, brought so much damage and so many victims. The U.S. announced it regarded the
attacks as an act of war.
So far none of the known terrorist organizations claimed responsibility for planning, organizing and
implementing the unprecedented terrorist attacks. However, the general opinion seems to share the
assumption that the «ideological father» of the terrible operation is Usama bin Laden, the person who is
believed to be responsible for organizing explosions in U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and
attacks by kamikaze pilots against an American battleship in Yemen. In the United States, that former
resident of Saudi Arabia (which, in fact, had withdrawn his citizenship a long time ago) is known as
terrorist number one.
No matter how important the question «who did it?» is, even more important is how the United States
would respond. On September 11 U.S. President Bush announced that everything necessary for
protecting America and Americans, and for finding and punishing the terrorists would be done. While
the war against terrorism has been announced, the other «warring party» remains unnamed.
President Bush quite clearly defined the terrorist attacks as the «acts of war». The verdict was
supported by Secretary of State Colin Powell who announced that the terrorist attacks on New York
and Washington D.C. were equal to the announcement of war against the USA, democracy and
civilization. According to Powell, the matter will not be resolved by a single strike back against one
person, but will result in a protracted conflict and a battle at many fronts. The American armed forces
have been mobilized to strike back.
On September 12, 2001, the session of the North Atlantic Council unanimously condemned the
terrorist attacks as «unprecedented acts of violence» and stressed the needs of fighting terrorism. While
no specific statements have been made so far regarding the possible involvement of NATO in the
response strike, the United States can fully count on its 18 allies in Europe and North America. The
spirit of vengeance is everywhere in the air. Thus, as never before, the world is close to a protracted
global crisis, a major armed conflict with potential results for the planet that are even hard to imagine.
While it is unknown how the terrorists will react to the revenge strike, it is likely that vengeance can
cause more strikes and a new wave of violence.
Apparently, the tragedy is not limited to the clash of civilizations, predicted by Samuel Huntington who
saw the XXI century as the age of conflicts between civilizations and their values, rather than
ideologies. In fact, if that were the case, the interpretations of the recent tragedy would be less varied.
Generally, the genesis of the Christian and Moslem civilizations indicate that they have much in
common and have developed within the same cultural acumen. In that sense, the September 11 events
demonstrate a different aspect of the problem. The blow was dealt to the whole multidimensional
Western system of values, with its theories of open society, respect for human rights and declared
priorities of humanism. On the other hand, there is an obvious divide between the declared system of
values and reality, represented primarily by the growing gap between the increasingly rich North and
increasingly poor and unstable South of the planet. It is the complex of those problems and the lack of
harmony of the contemporary world opens the way for the current «conflict of civilizations», not just
the opposition of Christianity and Islam. The mankind will still have to understand those global
contradictions and realities in order to respond to them. Similarly, there is a need of deep consideration
of reasons and caused that made many Palestinians celebrate the outcomes of the strikes on the USA.
The choice of the buildings, attacked by terrorists, can serve as a message, made of strong symbols.
First, the Pentagon stands as the symbol of America's military might. Second, the twin towers of the
World Trade Center served as a symbol of superior economic and financial strength of the USA. They
were also seen as symbols of the globalization age and the policy of globalization, America seen as its
leader and advocate.
The American tragedy showed that no country, even the world's only remaining superpower, could feel
totally secure. Notwithstanding the military and economic might and sophisticated weaponry, America
failed to protect lives of its citizens. On September 11 the world bitterly felt its own vulnerability. That
vulnerability was also realized by «authors» of the terrorist attacks and their potential followers.
Noteworthy, the tragedy did not cause any complication of the U.S. relations with Russia - a factor that
is also important in the contemporary world. The Russian President was probably the first foreign
leader who voiced his condolence to his American counterpart. Possibly, Russia's military bases in
Central Asia may be used to deal a blow to the territory of Afghanistan and other countries suspected of
providing shelter to the terrorists. A few years ago any common action of Russia and the U.S. against
Afghanistan would not be considered even theoretically.
While the military, defense and security spending worldwide is most likely to increase, the future of the
American anti-ballistic missile system remains unclear. The recent tragedy could not have been
prevented even if the modern defense system were in place. However, the terrorist attacks may be used
by advocates of the new national anti-ballistic missile system. Such an opinion, for instance, was
expressed by former Foreign Minister of Ukraine Borys Tarasiuk, who argued that the terrorist acts
would «add to the arguments of the Bush Administration in favor of activating the process o
establishment of a national anti-ballistic missile system» (UNIAN, September 12, 2001). In his
opinion, the tragedy might contribute to more active negotiations between Russia and the United States
about revision of the ABM Treaty and that the two states would «finally agree on solving that
problem».
What implications the American tragedy may have for Ukraine? The fact that Ukraine is insufficiently
integrated into the global economic system appeared positive in this case. So far globalization
processes have received but a rather careless mention in this country. Ukraine is not seen as a country
sponsoring terrorism or sympathetic with terrorists, and so far has not become an object of terrorists'
special attention. However, this is not the reason to ignore the lack of understanding of adequate
response to that challenge and the current global crisis. In Ukraine, as well as in any other country, the
wave of fear may inspire new terrorists. The next day after the tragedy in the USA the Ukrainian
security services searched the entire building of the parliament after an anonymous telephone call that
delivered a bomb warning. Luckily, no bomb was actually found.
It is likely that Ukraine will introduce a more severe immigration policy and enhance its measures of
countering illegal migration, particularly with regard migrants from the countries in which terrorist
organizations exist. The West may pay even more attention to Ukraine as a link in its fight against
illegal migration. However, in this critical situation it is increasingly important to ensure that fight
against terrorism does not turn into rejection of the whole Arab and Islamic world. Analysts have
already pointed out to growing anti-Islamic sentiments and prejudice in the non-Islamic world, and
Moslem communities in various countries are likely to suffer. In Ukraine, the sentiments may cause
damage to the process of integration of the Moslem community that began only a few years ago. As
many as 2 million Moslems currently live in Ukraine. The Ukrainian Moslems' reaction to the tragedy
was quite adequate: on September 13 the chief Mufti of the Crimea Emiraly Ablayev issued a formal
statement that no matter what religion the terrorists belonged to, they should be punished for causing
the lawless act against the innocent people.
Ordinary Ukrainians were extremely worried about the tragedy in New York and Washington D.C., as
an opinion poll conducted in Kyiv by the SOCIS firm a couple of days after the tragedy indicated. 33.8
percent of the respondents said they had been shocked, 32.3 percent said they were «extremely
worried» and 30 percent were «worried» about the events and their implications. A major part of Kyiv
residents (32.3 percent) viewed the terrorist attack in the United States as «an act of revenge», 27.7
percent saw it as an act of intimidation, 21.5 percent - as an announcement of war, and 10.8 percent
fear that a war between the United States and some other country or countries will begin. Most of those
who believe that the events in the United States will have an impact on the situation in Ukraine believe
that the situation in Ukraine in general will deteriorate (72.1 percent). While 30.8 percent of the
respondents think the events will not affect them personally, 51.5 percent believe they have been or
probably will be affected. 91 percent of those who think the terrorist attacks on the U.S. will affect
them personally believe that their own situation will undergo negative changes.
Notwithstanding the poor level of integration of the Ukrainian market into the global economy,
ordinary Ukrainians could see an obvious demonstration of economic interdependence when the U.S.
dollar exchange rate dropped dramatically within a few hours after the tragedy. The decrease affected
primarily lower-income people who preferred to keep their savings in U.S. dollar cash: notwithstanding
the fact that the official exchange rate of the National Bank remained practically unchanged, the rates
of local exchange offices were dramatically low, though the situation began to stabilize relatively fast.
The Ukrainian political establishment reacted with the official statement of the Foreign Ministry
condemning the act of aggression and expressing condolence to those affected by it. On September 11
President Kuchma sent a letter of condolence to his American counterpart stating that Ukraine
condemns any manifestations of terrorism and calls for taking every possible measure a civilized
society may take to counter that inhuman method of achieving one's goals. On September 13, a
«minute of silence» was officially announced nationwide as a sign of condolence to the American
people.
A number of active political parties, namely the People's Rukh of Ukraine on behalf the factions of the
two Rukhs and the Party of Reforms and Order, the SDPU(o), the Batkivshchyna and the Yabluko,
issued public statements condemning the terrorist attacks. Some left-wing forces had their specific
views on the tragedy and its possible aftermath. Leader of Progressive Socialist Natalia Vitrenko
announced it was necessary «to stop America so that American would not go the way of vengeance and
would not multiply its revenge on [other] countries. The most terrible thing is when America allows
itself to shell countries. Remember how it happened in Yugoslavia.» A long-standing Communist
activist Georgy Kriuchkov, though condemning terrorism in general, argued that «to a certain extent,
the [United] States have provoked that act with their greater-state policy. The dissatisfaction with them
in the world has been growing gradually, and the terrorists used it. However, dissatisfaction is another
thing; it does not justify the terrorists' actions.» According to Kriuchkov, the United States will use the
situation «to build up their muscles» (Den, September 13, 2001). By the way, Ukrainian Communists'
newspaper, the Kommunist, had not published a word about the tragedy in the United States last week -
a fact that can serve as an indicator of the level of understanding of the tragedy and its possible
implications.
The Ukrainian media reaction to the tragedy and the coverage they offered on September 11 was
generally inadequate. Among the nationwide TV channels, only the INTER and the ICTV managed to
present detailed information, while other channels continued their routine daytime soap. Hence,
Ukrainians, again, had to rely on Russian channels for information.
The new situation requires understanding and conclusions based on globalization realities and on the
fact that the world has come too close to the global catastrophe. Ukraine, too, needs to learn the lessons
and find its place in that complex world. 
